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SBC Foc fic Balt L ipport the setilement 25 cvmewt 1 1t emd the Microsoft Liwsait.

Ernis Viileges ‘

Sousherr CA Edinr The Microsoft laws iit haw al vady wasted over $40 million of @xpayers
Patt War dlow noney. Even worse, this misguide 1 Inwsuit which was jled in the name of
Spectalry Taat & te P serving competition, will stifle innc vation, hun consumers wnd penalizc success.
Kxseudive Dipectcr )

Joe Arme dara Micrasoft has been i miodel fc - & corporae success svwy and the pwsuit of
MEMBE:1COADS. rp; U Americm Dream. Owe q!;c past 10 years, Microso® hes lowered its prices,
BerdeclSz rual ek gy 1 :aved a better product, ar 4 igvests:! eacrmous sums of miney in research and
g::;;:::‘ d velopment. This doesn’t s wad like s1onopolistic bebavior Ly any standard. The
Cax Cottitivication: fe 'eval government should g reduce . compatiy s incentive t» innovaie,
glfigwnemui Goverament inierver tion ino the world of high tech programming and

Ra Ener - . . N -

Hendey mf.;,,,,, at agn sets a dangerous, o} potertally disastrous precedem. Dictating to
Lton Gty e 0 M 1030t what technology i can dev, lop to increase tie effectiveness of existing
McGhae M: §-cal pr dicts or meet the rap dly cxpearding nceds of users cowld cripple the
Mivpson Rescéoen he:n the hallmark

et wological innovation th: t has of our high tech, internet

2C nomy

The Microsoft laws it hurs censumers, rather than clps them  Rather
th: 1 protecting consumers, ¢-a.:tic rom =djes such a3 breaking up Microsof would
he 1 Jisaster for consumars . nd busin:sses. The integration and standaridization
N idows brought us has bein 3 boon for the public as welj us for our economic
pic ductivity. What Bili Guie- -mderstc od, much 1o lis comp nitors’ chagnn was
the consumers — penple w10 use ¢imputers, not live cornputers - want an
aft rcabic and reliable systen: 1t at work s with snd understands sther systems.
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50 verr v on! intervention inte the vorld of 1igh tech programming and design sets a
danger s, and ) Stsntially digastrous prece Jent, Didtating tc Microsoft whu i technology it can
devely o incies e the offectiveness of exi: dug prod cis of meei ine rapidly expanding needs of

users « gkt cx p le the technological inno aion tha has been the halimard: of our high tech,
interag t: n0IG)

‘ne couh argue in fact that the ger :sis of th hupe decline i the Nisdag, which so far
ted in woore than $2 willion of los: veaslth, i primarily the resuit 0 the government’s
attach ¢ « Microsoft’s right to inno ‘ae. Afte: ali, today Microsofi. to normrow Intel.

1083 res:
sustatye

ic ‘0s0ft poears to be a Governme 't target L momuse Of their success s a company. We
sward o :cese and innovetion, ratt &1 than sk A compsny becauss of their success.
s suces ¢ should be viewed as an a.iset, po: a liability. The conswner has benefitted
© oft's vecess. The prospect of § abae bemk fits (o the consumer should not be stifled
n govei ment. Similady, other co-npanies s 10uld not have to worry that their success
conld su .ecay e heegtened by beavy-hand :d govenoem action, oppressiye anorneys foes and
ajegai 2 101 desi; ned to harasy, publicly sm:a+ and pessibly even break apart the business. The
message v must : 2nd is that suceess should e reward.d and not pinished.
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V'« kope th : consent decree is adoptec and the 1 deral lawsuit is droppe:l.
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